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Readets Cast Light on Monitor Roof, Lava Blocks

Today we interrupt the Marshfield
wanderings to turn back briefly to Dux-
bury . and to contributions from
Globe readers answering questions that
have been raised and adding their bwn .
interesting stories. o’ : B
. :& Wt;:.-ekf- ago g_tspoke' of the roof-. -1t b much thl% samé, With

~treatment of -a white mansion in Dux-: -windows in the- sometning. ,
bury's Washington st. and had won- busy houss has. The ot

dered about its proper ! architectural K house has a brick front facing
3 i ) .\ the street, It's beautiful.” -

* “Yes, there is. I saw it an hour
after reading your article, as 1
-was driving through Billerica!l
Right there In the center, on the

left driving past the Common on
the way from Boston. - .

Afbot on the S-m;t.h Shore
With Willard de Lue — XJ

name.
R : ; " =i - The Bittin in u
_'Ihls feature is known as the came the. monitor ‘and rits little. bury I haél gnenft 2?11.{;[*‘ sﬁmp‘é’ét._
‘monitor roof’" writes silver- clerestory windows, : had given special mention. It is

. the Summer residence of Mr. and
Now I had scen all the houses  Mrs. Charles 3ittinger of Wash-
My, Longhi mentions- = -had ington, D."C,, he .a~distinguished ™
]\:raa‘}kggtpgais:} !f;h:m. lsn fa_c-.t.1 —uyet--'artist: and was originally ' the
e ny special atiens- . mansic ¥
tion to their roofs. The balus- Bradigpd. ?tl mam'gl'arggncg? rsrfligtl'
trades may have had: something Route 3A.. : i,
tUTCLG‘:r“h it. " P ¥ re ‘:l.:;—-'_v L
e two monitor-raofed houses: . 1 speak of it again because of
1-did- notice were without the,-whatptollows — %art of a letter
. decorative touch — as the Wins- | from. Miss Mary -W. Boody of
low dm;lgslon evidently was, Brookline, ¥ L
aroun years ago, when Mr. .. “For 58 years 1 have owned the
Cha!:.dlar's book was published _ big house behind the high hedge
So I'm. wondering if their pres- just north of the Bittingers,” she
ence now represents a-true res- -writes. ) L o Gk L
toration ,or a _mere_-embellish<:=~*At -{he entrance V4 the oldest™

smith David Longhi of Plymouth.
“lt s not at all uncommon in
this area. Do you fecall the Bit-
tinger mangion on Route 37 a
surely do; read on!) ~ -
. ¢I think the Edward Winslow
mansion ~ in  Plymouth, facing
Cole's Hill, Is the.finest example
of the style, with the Delano
house in’ Kingston, next to Le-
land's Restaurant, almost as good.
~Both these houses have iwo'
sets of balustras, one at the usual
eave, and one on top of the mon-
itor, which may have caused you
to’ overlpok the peculiarity.”

| In - John Everett. ‘Chandler's’. ment, """ B hoolh :
"Thei' Colonial House,”. to "which ST L . lst?wgosli[illlsl-‘:!ep{nthg) ?cﬁggg"s dgﬁ
Mr. Longhi referred me, the dis-  There are other such roofs, as with a narrow .seat nailed to-
tinguished authority on early Mr. Longhi suggests — and not. the wall back of it, Very uncom-

American ‘architecture speaks
of the-“monitor as 'z style used
“notably in the Old Colony and
around- Bristol, R.-L" " ’

It was evolved as a means of
illuminating and ventilating the
attic (which was sometimes used
| for bedrooms) “without the detri-
ment of dormers with their pos-
sibility of leaking valleys." Thus

all in the old Plymouth quony'j.{:drtable_those teachers must have .

territory. : - een, - . q 4w e

“Your atticle in the Sunday  “At the time-of the Tercen-

(March 7) Globe was read with tenary in Duxbury they asked
permission to put up a stoneé, as

much interest” writes Mrs. J.
the first schoolhouse was here.

A. Boland of Melrose, “especially

your report of the Duxbury They did not know the exact lo-

house with a ‘something' on the cation, so they put it u in front

roof. You asked, ‘Can there be of the little school. It Fooks like
: a tombstoné, so we

another?’
T

plimentary remarks [s the’ in-
spiration of this letter, : =
aThe Tlittle figurine [which I°
thought might be a dog or sheepl :
is a lion, but has been so much ";
weathered by time that it is nard
to distinguish_its characteristics.” Sy
When 1 was a littlé boy -and, first .2
| . became - acquainted “-with:the i
“house more than ‘60 yeéars® ago,
the little lion was there then, and .
had been there so long that no-: .
body seemed to remember when "
it was put there, or ‘whence it:
came, Probably it was br ght "
by Capt Bradford on' o ol Tix
his voyages to foreign countries. -+
“My only regret 15 that you,

ME FOR IT'

gt 0 16 1R

“MONITOR ROOF” IS THE NA

the world 1 would like to own.
.~ "Wp 1914 on the. death of Com-

it right in front of the house.

» “wgeveral children have said to
me, ‘'Who is dead there?' '

: “Ma.ny
think our little old school was
the original and take pictures of
jt. We fornd an old map of the
United States which hangs on the
wall; showing the United States
o the Mississippl River, beyond
it the Missouri Territory, and
vaguely Mexico. Geography was
easy In those days. - P
Bittinger was a great
sister in college and
us about 1899-1900,

* ‘wMrs.
friend of my
used to visit

At that time the old (Bradford) -

house was in bad condition as
tramps had broken in. We also
used to climb in a cellar win-
dow. Mrs. Bittinger was en-
tranced with it.

“She went to France to study
music, and marrled: there, They
came back about 1910 and came
to visit us. As they drove over
from  Kingston she said to her
husband ‘That is the one house in

tourists seeing the stone -

modore Moore, they bought it.
Fifieen yecars and her dream
came true.”
R I TR

Across from the Bittinger place
is another Bradford house that
was mentioned—the Gershom
Bradford house, with a tiny fig-
urine set up over its {ront door.

Miss Boody mentloned that
house, too, saying that if 1 had

Jooked at the walk at the front
.door I'd have found it made of

blocks of lava “brought home as
ballast in one of Duxbury's many
ships.”

s @

And now here's a note from one.

of the Bradfords—E. W, Bradford
of Providence—in which the lava
blocks again appear.

«For some time I have been
reading the articles, starting with
‘Afoot in Thanksgiving Land.' My
interest rose to a climax on your
description of my home; and my
desire to thank you for your com-

" Harrison . st. lost.'a'-‘ﬁlvlt' weath

could not have' chanced along
when I was in residence, and then . -
you would have seen the: giant -
Shells that customarily flank the -
“front . door. Capt Bradford -
brought them from the Pacific.:
There  have been depredations -.
around the town in recent years, =
and only a few weeks ago my.
neighbor next to Mr. Blttinger's".
on the north side of the road [can .
this be Miss Boody?] .and just
beyond where you turned: off on.

et cock.- which . had’ ddorned %
her barn ever since 1 could re- .
member. Fear of these depreda-

tions cause me to put the shells
inside when I am not in Duxbury, |
as they could easily be carrit

off, ; s i 2
“Then I would have loved to .
show you the stones in the front
walk ~which my grandfather
brought from Mt. Aetna.” .

NEXT—Green Harbor, Brant
Rock, and the Batlle of the
Dike.




